
 

 

           TOWN OF BLANDFORD  
                 Dog Complaint form 

 
Complaint of Vicious, barking, nuisance dog 

Mass General Law Chapter-140 Section-157  
 

To the attention of: 
 
Blandford Police Department 
Blandford Board of Selectmen 
Blandford Animal Control Officer 
 
Complainant:                                                             Owner of Dog: 
 
________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
(name)                                                                                                                                         (name) 

________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
(address)                                                                                                                                      (address) 

________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
(mailing address)                                                                                                                        (mailing address, if known) 

________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
(phone)                                                                                                                                        (phone) 
 
 

Pursuant to Chapter 140, Section 157 of the Massachusetts General Laws, I (we) wish to file a formal 
complaint concerning the actions of the dog(s) in the care of or kept by the above indicated owner  
 
Text of Complaint: 
(include dog breed, color, etc.) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I certify, to my best knowledge and belief, under the penalties of perjury that the above statements are 
true and accurate.  
Signature of Complainant: ___________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

Chapter 140: Section 157. Vicious dogs; nuisance; barking or other disturbance; annoyance to sick 
person; attacks on other dogs  
Section 157. If any person shall make complaint in writing to the selectmen of a town, the officer in 
charge of the animal commission or person charged with the responsibility of handling dog complaints 
of a city, or the county commissioners, that any dog owned or harbored within his or their jurisdiction 
is a nuisance by reason of vicious disposition or excessive barking or other disturbance, or that any 
such dog by such barking or other disturbance is a source of annoyance to any sick person residing in 
the vicinity such selectmen, officer in charge of the animal commission or person charged with the 
responsibility of handling dog complaints or county commissioners shall investigate or cause to be 
investigated such complaint, including an examination on oath of the complainant, and may make 
such order concerning the restraint or disposal of such dog as may be deemed necessary. Within ten 
days after such order the owner or keeper of such dog may bring a petition in the district court within 
the judicial district of which the dog is owned or kept, addressed to the justice of the court, praying 
that the order may be reviewed by the court, or magistrate thereof, and after such notice to the officer 
or officers involved as the magistrate deem necessary the magistrate shall review such action, hear the 
witnesses and affirm such order unless it shall appear that it was made without proper cause or in bad 
faith, in which case such order shall be reversed. Any party shall have the right to request a de novo 
hearing on the petition before a justice of the court. The decision of the court shall be final and 
conclusive upon the parties. Any person owning or harboring such dog who shall fail to comply with 
any order of the selectmen, officer in charge of the animal commission or person charged with the 
responsibility of handling dog complaints, county commissioners or district court, as the case may be 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars for the first offense and not more than 
one hundred dollars for a second or subsequent offense, or by imprisonment for not more than thirty 
days, for the first offense and not more than sixty days for a second or subsequent offense, or both.  
The act of a dog in attacking or biting another dog or other animal may be made the subject of a 
complaint under the provisions of this section.  
Magistrates shall exercise their authority hereunder subject to the limitations of section sixty-two C of 
chapter two hundred and twenty-one.  
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